GERMANY WANTS MARTINIQUE—b, ROSITA FORBES

GREEKS STORM Al

Last week Greek troops drove the ltalians out of the Albanian hill town of Erseka (also known as Ersek) and this is shown in the above
sketch by a WAR WEEKLY artist. Defying dive-bombers, the Greeks have advanced all along the Pindus Front, chasing the invaders

of their country back into Albania, and following to fight them there. By the capture of Erseka and Leskoviku, another Albanian town,
the Greeks were able to use the important strategic road running through these towns for a fierce attack on Koritza from the South.




evidently produced by a particularly big
explosion. Oil fuel tanks and the pens in
the dockyard, in which destroyers were
lying, were hit and fires started. One
stick of high explosive bombs fell along
the dockyard wall, where destroyers were
lying.

THIS was not the only
Italian port visited by British aircraft.
Valona and Durazzo, in Albania, and
Brindisi and Bari, on the opposite side of
the Adriatic, all received heavy hits from
bombs.

Not only was the landing jetty at Valona
destroyed, but a munition dump was
exploded, violent detonations continuing
for twenty minutes. A large ship lying in
the harbour was also bombed.

At Bari the oil refinery was ignited, a
long tongue of flame ascending to the sky
from it. Oil tanks at Brindisi were also
bombed.

A further reconnaissance of the naval
base at Taranto has established with
certainty that three battleships were put
out of action by the Fleet Air Arm attack
already mentioned.

It could be seen that efforts were being
made to salve the battleship of the Littorio
class, which had previously been observed
to have her forecastle submerged and a
heavy list to starboard. Salvage vessels
and other auxiliaries were lying alongside

the reconnaissance that

four shapes could be seen-

under water off the
entrance to the graving
dock, in the inner harbour.
Presumably, these were
the sunken hulls of the
two cruisers and two fleet
auxiliaries which were tor-
pedoed. :
During the period im-
mediately before and after
this  successful attack,
several blows were struck
by the Fleet Air Arm
against the Italian Air
Force. Four enemy air-
craft were destroyed and
one damaged during Nov-
ember 8, 9 and 10; two
Cant 501 machines and one
Cant 508 were shot down
by Fulmar aircraft while
attempting to shadow the
fleet, the third plane being
seen to fall in lames; and

on November 13 a Cant 501 was damaged
and chased away from the vicinity of the
fleet by Fulmars of the Fleet Air Arm.

ITS success at Taranto has
directed public attention to the Fleet Air
Arm, whose activities have hitherto been

anu out-gunnead by the German raider, and blazing

furiously, fought to the end to give her convoy of 38 ships -

* a chance of getting away. Through her sacrifice, nearly

all the ships in the convoy escaped unharmed. Above
are some of the ‘‘Jervis Bay’’ survivors, seen in hospital
in a Canadian port. They are, left to right, J. Eggleston
of Hull, Dan Bain of Wick, Scotland, and Sam Patience
of Inverness, Scotland. On the right is the late Acting
Captain Edward Stephen Fogarty Fegen, who has been
awarded the V.C. (See page 1420 for Eye witness story.)

"H.M.S. JERVIS BAY : Nov. 5, 1940

Sir Richard Grenville calling in the fading sunset light,
In the harbour where the good ships go :

‘‘Ho, my masters, make ye ready to acclaim the gallant fight
Of a little ship against a mighty foe.

'Tis a merchant liner-cruiser with a convoy in her keep
(O ye bravest in this harbour, give her room !)

See, the shepherd flings her life away to save her scattered sheep
As she steams to meet the raider—and her doom 1'*

So they waited in the harbour till at last the firing died,
And the flames had ceased to leap across the sea;

Then a bnit"itered ship came limping, blackened, weary, full of

pride,

Home to anchor in the haven of the free.

All the harbour rang with shouting from the ships of long agone,
As she passed them on her slow and painful way :

With Revenge and Rawalpindi standing by to cheer her on,
While Sir Richard signalled : “‘Welcome, Jervis Bay !

KATHLEEN SIMMONDS (in the “‘Daily Telegraph’’).

somewhat overlooked. In the Norwegian
campaign in particular the part played by
the Fieet Air Arm was a leading one,
though the great superiority in numbers
of the Luftwaffe prevented any striking
success being achieved.

Aircraft from H.M.S. A7k Royal,
Furious and Glorious were inecessantly
engaged in operations of one kind and
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another throughout the day and night.
These included torpedo attacks on German
ships and a bombing onslaught on the
Scharnhorst by 15 Skuas, in which at least
two hits were obtained.

In this period the aircraft carriers kept
at a distance of approximately 90 miles
from the Norwegian coast. = Although
Several bombing attacks were made on
them, they sustained no damage from this
cause; but the Glorious, while evacuating
the last Fleet Air Arm detachments from
North Norway in June, was surprised at
sea by heavy German forces and sunk.

Apart from this loss and that of the
Courageous, torpedoed in the first month
of the war while engaged on anti-
submarine patrol in the western ap-
proaches to the Channel, our aircraft
carriers have been singularly successful
in all their operations.

H.M_S. Ark Royal, which
until the completion of H.M.S. [Hustrious,
was our most modern carrier, was sent
off to the South Atlantic and right round
the Cape of Good Hope in company with
the battle cruiser Renown, while the search
for the Admiral Graf Spec was being
prosecuted.-

In the Mediterranean the value of our
aircraft carriers has been fully proved.
From the moment Italy entered the war,

=
America is considering further means of giving aid to Britain. One proposal
is that the American neutrality zone might be extended 600 miles beyond the
bases which the U.S. have acquired from Britain in Newfoundland, Bermuda
and the West Indies. This proposal would bring about a strengthening of the
U.S. patrols in these areas and as the map shows, would reduce the patrolling
by British warships in these regions, releasing them for service nearer home,

aircraft from the Eagle delivered torpedo
attacks against units of the Italian Navy
at sea, as well as in harbour at Tobruk
and Augusta.

Later the Avk Rojpal's aircraft attacked
the French battleship Dunkergue at Oran,

and her sister ship, the Strasbourg, during
her flight to Toulon, inflicting damage in
both cases.

ATLANTIC RAIDER DEPRIVED
OF HER SUPPLIES

N last week’s issue was told the siory
I of the gallant end of the armed
merchant cruiser Jervis Bay; shie
steered straight for the German raider
which attacked a British convoy in mid-
Atlantic on November 5, and engaged the
enemy as long as a gun could be fired, in
spite of the hopeless odds.

Particulars have since been received of
the way in which 34 out of the 37 merchant
vessels in the convoy (the 38th ship had
dropped astern, out of sight), utilised the
breathing space thus afforded to make
good their escape. Although it has been

. possible to interview only a few of the

masters of the merchantmen concerned,
it is clear that the whole episode proves
the very close co-operation which exists
between the Royal and Merchant Navies,

A Chance Encounter

Ships  sunk by the raider numbered
four, totalling 25,453 tons gross. Alto-
gether the convgy represented about
220,000 tons of shipping, so this is a very
poor result from the raider’s point of
view.

It seems to have been quite a chance
encounter between the raider and the
convoy, which sighted each other at
6 p.m. Greenwich mean time (equal to
7 p.m. British summer time). The enemy
appeared on the port beam, the distance _
being variously estimated at from 7 to
10 miles. Immediately the Commodore
of the convoy, Rear-Admiral H. B. Maltby,
who was in the Cornish City, signalled all
ships to alter course to starboard, away
from the enemy. Soon after this the raider
opened fire, his first salvo landing right






